
https://stthomastheapostlema.archtoronto.org/
mailto:stthomastheapostlema@archtoronto.org


 
 

 Monday May 6                     12:10 p.m. 
+Margaret Georges 

(Family) 
Monday May 6                      7:00 p.m. 

+Suzanne Chai 
(Family) 

 

Tuesday May 7                      12:10 p.m. 
+Thomas and Adelaide Lahey 

(Jacqueline Georges) 
Tuesday May 7              7:00 p.m. 

Souls in Purgatory 
 

Wednesday May 8               12:10 p.m. 
Special Intentions of Mary Sen 

Wednesday May 8       7:00 p.m. 
+Fellicer Sombero 

(Family) 
 

Thursday May 9                   12:10 p.m. 
+Hector Chin 

(Family) 
Thursday May 9                     7:00 p.m. 

+Gorgonia Garcia 
(Garcia Family) 

 

Friday May 10                      12:10 p.m. 
+Mary Kamala Nicholas and Family 
+Rosaline Thirchelvam and Family 

(Family)  
Friday May 10                        7:00 p.m. 
Intentions of Melissa and Eliott D’Souza 

(Menezes Family) 
 

Saturday May 11                    9:00 a.m. 
+Theresa Baena 

(Family) 
Saturday May 11                    5:00 p.m. 

+Cornelia De Las Alas 
(Family) 

 

Sunday May 12                       8:00 a.m. 
Intentions of Sister Emma Ling 

(Family) 
Sunday May 12                     10:00 a.m. 

+Fellicer Silvestre Sombero 
(Family) 

Sunday May 12                    12:00 Noon 
Intentions of Cecile Garel 

(Salvatore and Rosalia Di Blasi 
And family) 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SUNDAY MAY 5, 2024 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK: Giuseppina Sala, Fitzroy James, 

Edilberto Claveria, Jack Wilson, Phillip Kong, Teresa Kong, 
Aloysius Carvalho, Nicholas Marshall, Al Jacob, Bruce Crepe, 
Romana Pena, Godofredo Pena Jr., Priscilla Lumanlan, Paul 
Giallonardo, Liza Chan, William Lee Ah-Chong, Amy Tsang, Grace 
Chan,  Lynn Demers, Edwin Quiambao, Mary Josephine Albert, 
Betty Chan, William Yung, Agnes Yuen, Rowena Poon, Emilia 
Cabral, Jessica Kong, Dorine Couture, Maryann Redoblado, 
Veronica Small, Annette McIntosh, Kevin Ramoutar, Benedict 
Maraj and, Anthony Small,  Jonrick Carlo Bautista, Luchie 
Redoblado, Audrey Carb,  Gregorio Cardelli, Francis Castor Jr., 
Anna Azini, and Kevin Caleb  
 

PRAY FOR THE DEAD:  For those who have no one to pray 

for them. 
 

 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The greatest love story that ever happened:  God’s continuing love 
for His people.  All God asks is “Love one another as I have loved 
you”.  The world really needs to see people who are trying to love 
others with all their hearts.  Priests, religious and deacons can be 
excellent examples of this love.  If you are willing to answer God’s 
call, call Fr. Matt McCarthy, Director of Vocations, Archdiocese 
of Toronto at 416-968-0997.  

Email: vocations@archtoronto.org 
Website:  www.vocationstoronto.ca 

 
 

 
PARISH OFFERTORY 

Weekly goal $7,500 (to meet our expenses). 
We received:  $8,833.80 (April 28, 2024). 

 

 

mailto:vocations@archtoronto.org
http://www.vocationstoronto.ca/
https://stthomastheapostlema.archtoronto.org/en/contact-us/donations/


 
ON FRIDAY JULY 5TH, 2024 OUR CHURCH WILL BE REDEDICATED BY ARCHBISHOP 

FRANCIS LEO IN CELEBRATION OF THE BEAUTIFICATION OF OUR SANCTUARY 

The Rededication will take place at 7:00 p.m. followed by refreshments in the large hall. All are welcome. 
 

 
SHARE THE LOVE WITH OUR BELOVED SENIORS THROUGH SHARELIFE 

Last year, ShareLife supporters like you offered quality care and companionship to over 2,300 vulnerable seniors.  
“The largest thank you to all ShareLife donors for your continued generosity!  With your support, our centre is 
able to provide assistance to seniors in need through our community programs.” – Jaymie Daunt, LA Center for 

Active Seniors.  So far, we have collected $34,578.35.  This includes what is sent directly to ShareLife. 
 

 
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

The KOC continue to fundraise by collecting EMPTIES, such as the following:  Beer cans or bottles, wine bottles, 
spirits such as (vodka, rum, or whiskey, etc.   Drop off location for empties, downstairs by the washrooms.  All 
proceeds will go to St. Thomas the Apostle and the Charities of the KOC. 

 

https://sharelife.org/donate/
https://lacentreforseniors.ca/
https://lacentreforseniors.ca/


 
PENTECOST HALF DAY OF REFLECTION 

 By Father Francis Salasiar, CSC 
 Talk 1:  Holy Spirit – The Spouse of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Talk 2:  Living in the Time of The Holy Spirit (“The Forgotten God”) 
 Date:  This coming Saturday May 11, 2024 
 Time:  12:00 Noon to 2:00 p.m. 
 Venue St. Thomas the Apostle Church Hall. 
 Organized by the Men’s Group 

 

 



 
INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS – SEPTEMBER 8-15, 2024 

Join the Archdiocese of Toronto Delegation! 
Traditionally every four years, the Holy Father invites pilgrims from around the world to join in an International 
Eucharistic Congress.  This year’s event will take place in Quito, Ecuador from September 8 – 15, 2024. Limited 
spaces are available for pilgrims from the Archdiocese of Toronto to join with other Canadian delegates to travel to 
Ecuador.  To learn more about the pilgrimage, visit https://www.archtoronto.org/iec.  Registration deadline is 
June 6 with early bird pricing available until May 6, 2024. 

 

 

https://www.archtoronto.org/iec


 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – SUNDAY MAY 5, 2024 

Gospel Reading:  John 15:9-17 
Jesus commands His disciples to love one another. 

 

Today’s Gospel follows immediately after the Gospel proclaimed last week, in which Jesus taught that He was the 
Vine and that His disciples were the branches.  In the example of the vine and the branches, we learned that our 
union with Jesus will lead to fruitful service.  Today’s reading extends this teaching to describe the kind of service 
that Christians are called upon to offer to others. 
 

When John wrote this Gospel, his community was influenced by a set of religious beliefs called Gnosticism.  It 
appears that one of John’s intentions was to distinguish Christian belief from the beliefs held by the Gnostics.  
Evidence of this can be found in today’s Gospel. 
 

One of the tenets of Gnostic teaching was the importance of knowledge, or gnosis, as the determining aspect of 
faith.  We read today’s Gospel as a response to this teaching.  In John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus affirm that He is 
known by the Father and that His disciples will know the Father by knowing Jesus.  In this passage, however, Jesus 
reminds His disciples that this knowledge is to be expressed love.  Those who know Jesus well – and Jesus says 
that His disciples do know Him – will love one another.  Knowledge leads to love, which leads to action.  John 
reminds his community that Jesus taught that love is the sign of a true disciple and, thus, a true Christian.  Even 
more, a true disciple shows a particular kind of love, sacrificial love. 
 

In the Greek, there are two words for love that are used in this passage.  The first is agape.  The second is philia.  

The first word is most often used to describe love for other persons and for God.  It is understood as the highest and 
most perfect kind of love.  The second word is used to describe the affection of friendship.  In this context, John 
appears to use these words as synonyms.  The root of the Greek word for friend comes from this second term for 
love, philia.  By using this word, Jesus transforms the terms of His relationship with His disciples and redefines for 
them their relationship with God.  In the Hebrew Scriptures, faith in God made one a servant of God. 
 

Here Jesus teaches that His relationship to His disciples is based on friendship, not servitude. 
 

Another aspect of Gnostic belief taught that a believer was an elect person, chosen and set apart from the world.  
John reminds his community that Jesus also taught that a disciple is one who had been chosen – one who had been 
chosen by Jesus.  To be chosen by Jesus, however, is not to be set apart from the world.  Instead, to be chosen by 
Jesus is to be sent to serve the world as He did.  The disciples of Jesus were chosen and were sent into the world to 
bear fruit by serving others, by sacrificing for others, in love. 
 

This reading, like last week’s, is part of Jesus’ Last Supper discourse.  In the context of John’s Gospel, these words 
are spoken before Jesus’ Crucifixion.  We read His instruction to the disciples in light of His death and 
Resurrection.  We know that Jesus Himself gives us the greatest example of the king of love and service that He 
teaches to His disciples.  He has, in fact, laid down His life for His friends, for His disciples, and for us.  Through 
His death and Resurrection, we have received the grace to love others as Jesus has commanded. 
 

Loyola Press 
 



https://www.nealandsmith.com/
https://www.edwardjones.ca/ca-en/financial-advisor/daisy-cheung
https://www.catholic-cemeteries.ca/
https://www.catholic-cemeteries.ca/cemeteries/christ-the-king-catholic-cemetery/
https://www.catholic-cemeteries.ca/cemeteries/holy-cross-catholic-funeral-home/
https://markhamflooring.com/
https://www.costasorrento.ca/
https://www.acplock.com/
https://chapelridgefh.com/
https://www.encorewindows.com/
https://www.ogdenfuneralhome.com/
https://diazlaw.ca/
https://www.nofrills.ca/store-locator/details/3675
https://www.trimmachineworksinc.com/
https://www.arbormemorial.ca/en/highland-markham
mailto:Michael@encorewindows.com
mailto:salesrep@parishbulletins.com



