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MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Monday December 18                12:10 p.m. 

+Reverend William Breen 
(Jackie Mackenzie) 

Monday December 18                  7:00 p.m. 
+George Poblete 

(Jose Family) 
 

Tuesday December 19               12:10 p.m. 
+Mrs. Lai-Ying Poon 

(Jefferson Tse) 
Tuesday December 19                 7:00 p.m. 

Intentions of Amanda Menezes 
(Merle and Clare Menezes) 

 
Wednesday December 20           12:10 p.m.  

In Thanksgiving for Cheng Family 
Wednesday December 20             7:00 p.m. 

Intentions of Dolores Poblete 
(Jose Family) 

 
Thursday December 21              12:10 p.m. 

+Marcus Cheng 
(Cheng Family) 

Thursday December 21                7:00 p.m. 
+Althea Smith 
(Angie and Pat) 

 
Friday December 22                  12:10 p.m. 

In Thanksgiving and for the intentions of  
Rex, Margaret, Jefferson, and Giovanna Tse 
Friday December 22                     7:00 p.m.  

Maronite Mass 
 

Saturday December 23                 9:00 a.m. 
Intentions of Carrie Ho 

(Edna Ho) 
Saturday December 23                 5:00 p.m. 

Intentions of JP and Virginie Chan 
(Pat Chong and Family) 

 
Sunday December 24        8:00 a.m. 

For the People of the Parish 
Sunday December 24                 10:00 a.m. 

+Kut Oi ling 
(Family) 

Sunday December 24                 12:00 p.m. 
+Senia Veracruz 

(Family) 
 

Sunday December 24                    5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve – For the People 

Sunday December 24                  12:00 a.m. 
Christmas Eve – For the People 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

(GAUDETE SUNDAY) 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 17, 2023 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK: Giuseppina Sala, Fitzroy James, 

Edilberto Claveria, Jack Wilson, Phillip Kong, Aloysius Carvalho, 
Nicholas Marshall, Tony Romero, Al Jacob, Bruce Crepe, Romana 
Pena, Godofredo Pena Jr., Priscilla Lumanlan, Paul Giallonardo, 
Liza Chan, William Lee Ah-Chong, Amy Tsang, Grace Chan, Mary 
Foo, Lynn Demers, Edwin Quiambao, Mary Josephine Albert, Betty 
Chan, William Yung, Agnes Yuen, Rowena Poon, Emilia Cabral, 
Jessica Kong, Dorine Couture, Maryann Redoblado, Veronica 
Small, Annette McIntosh, Kevin Ramoutar, Benedict Maraj and 
Mimi Borromeo, Erlinda Petfield, Ching Lan, Chiu Jung Lin, 
Anthony Small, Maryann Redoblado and Jonrick Carlo Bautista. 
 

PRAY FOR THE DEAD: Father Patrick Joseph Fitzpatrick, 

Father William Henry Irwin, Paul Chan, Henry Leung, Helen Leung 
and for those who have no one to pray for. 
 

 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

There was a man named John, sent by God, who came as a witness 
to testify to the Light, so that through this person all people might 
believe.  Is it possible God could be calling your name to witness to 
the Light of Christ in our day?  If you think God is calling you to be 
a priest, religious or deacon, contact Fr. Matt McCarthy, Director of 
Vocations, Archdiocese of Toronto at 416-968-0997. Email:  
vocations@archtoronto.org    Website:  www.vocationstoronto.ca 
 
 

 
PARISH OFFERTORY 

Weekly goal $7,500.00 (to meet our expenses). We received 
$10,327.42 (Includes Pag, Donate Now, etc.). 
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THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

The KOC continue to fundraise by collecting EMPTIES, such as the following:  Beer cans or bottles, wine bottles, 
spirits such as (vodka, rum, or whiskey, etc.).  Drop off location for empties, downstairs by the washrooms.  All 
proceeds will go to St. Thomas the Apostle and the Charities of the KOC. 

 

 

 

 

ALL ARE INVITED TO THE ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION 

ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 31 IN THE PARISH HALL FROM 6:00 P.M. TO 1:00 A.M. 

Buffet dinner will be served at 7:30 p.m.  Liquor licensed – bring your own beverage.  Only water available with 
dinner.  Children dinner 7:00 p.m., followed by children’s countdown at 8:00 p.m.  There will be party favours, 
prizes and games. Tickets $40.00. Early bird $35.00 before November 30th.  Children’s tickets $15.00. To reserve 
your tickets, contact an OASIS member, or email: oasis.stthomas@gmail.com or text Les 905-479-6023 or Russell 
647-898-6480. Tickets will be available after all weekend Masses, December 3 & 4 and 9 & 10.  All proceeds to 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Gospel Reading - John 1:6-8,19-28 
John gives testimony that he is preaching and baptizing in order to prepare for the coming of another. 

 
This Sunday’s Gospel invites us to continue our reflection on the person and mission of John the Baptist.  Today 
we depart from the Gospel of Mark and read a selection from the gospel of John. 
 
The Gospel for today combines a brief passage from the prologue to John’s Gospel with a report about John the 
Baptist.  As in Mark’s Gospel, the Gospel of John contains no birth narrative.  Instead, John’s Gospel begins with a 
theological reflection that has come to be called the “prologue.”  This prologue places the story of Jesus in its 
cosmological framework.  It speaks of Jesus’ existence with God since the beginning of time.  In John’s Gospel, 
Jesus is presented as the fulfillment of the Old Testament and the culmination of the Word, the light that is coming 
into the world’s darkness. 
 
Following this prologue, John reports on the ministry of John the Baptist.  We learn about the attention that John 
the Baptist received from the Jewish authorities.  Messengers form the Jewish priest, the Levites and the Pharisees 
question John about his identity and the meaning of the baptism that he is performing.  John’s Gospel uses these 
questions to establish the relationship between Jesus and John the Baptist.  John the Baptist is not the Messiah, nor 
is he Elijah or the Prophet.  In John’s denials, we hear echoes of the kind of messianic expectations that were 
common in first-century Palestine. 
 
The only affirmative response that John the Baptist gives is when he quotes the prophet Isaiah.  Upon answering 
the next question, John announces that the Savior they seek is already among them, but as yet unrecognized.  
John’s response highlights for us an important Advent theme:  Jesus has already come into the world as our Savior.  
During Advent, we pray that we will be able to recognize Jesus’ presence in our midst.  Advent also reminds us 
that Jesus will come again to fulfill the promise of salvation.  We pray that we will continue to be watchful as we 
anticipate that great day. 
 
The Third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete, a Latin word which means “rejoice,” is 
taken from the entrance antiphon for Sunday’s Mass.  This theme is echoed in today’s second reading from the 
First Letter to the Thessalonians.  It is a reminder that Advent is a season of joy because our salvation is already at 
hand. 
 
Loyola Press 
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